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Review: 

■ Parable: A simple story (usually real or involving real life situations) to 
illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson  

■ Jesus used parables for most of His teaching on spiritual matters  
■ Matthew 13:34: “Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; He 

did not say anything to them without using a parable”  
■ Psalm 78:2: I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden things, 

things from old 
 
Matthew 21:33-46: The Parable of the Tenants 
Context: 

■ This parable was stated right after Jesus’ Palm Sunday entrance (vs. 1-11) 
■ After entering Jerusalem, Jesus went to the temple and “shook it up” and 

restored it to honor God (vs. 12-17) 
■ The “religious leaders” asked Jesus what “authority” did He have to shake 

up the temple (vs. 23-27) 
■ The religious leaders refused to answer Jesus’ question, so Jesus didn’t 

answer theirs! (vs. 23-27) 
■ Tenant: a person who occupies land rented from a landlord 
■ A landowner planted a vineyard, put a wall around it, dug a winepress and 

built a watchtower. Then rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved 
away. (vs. 33) 

“Characters” in the parable: 
■ Landowner: God the Father 
■ Farmers: RELIGIOUS leaders 
■ Servants: Angels and/or TRUE followers of Jesus 
■ Son: Jesus Christ 
■ Vineyard: People of Israel (Isaiah 5:1-7) 
■ Landowner sends servants to the vineyard to collect the “fruit” from the 

property (vs. 34) 
■ Farmers beat up one servant, killed the second and stoned the third (vs. 35) 
■ Landowner sends more servants to collect the “fruit” Farmers treat them the 

same way (vs. 36) 
■ Landowner then sends his son, thinking the farmers will respect his son (vs. 

37) 
■ Farmers see the son and know he’s special, because the son is the HEIR (38) 
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■ They take the son, throw him out of the vineyard and kill him (vs. 39) 
■ When the owner returns, what should he do with the tenants? (vs. 40) 
■ Religious leaders: Owner will get rid of them and get some new ones that will 

PUT SOME RESPEK ON HIS NAME (vs. 41) 
Jesus’ response (vs. 42):  

■ Have you not read Psalm 118:22-23? 
■ Psalm 118:22-23: “The stone which the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes” 
■ Acts 4:11: Peter preaching to the religious leaders: “Jesus is the stone you 

builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone 
What is Jesus REALLY saying here (Vs. 42)?  

■ Jesus is saying that since you REJECTED the “son” it’s IMPOSSIBLE for you 
to build your life on the teachings of scripture  

■ Jesus is saying that since you REJECTED the “son” it’s IMPOSSIBLE for you 
to appreciate, value and ENTER the kingdom of God 

■ Jesus is saying that since you REJECTED the “son” it’s IMPOSSIBLE for you 
to appreciate what the LANDOWNER has done for you 

■ Since the religious leaders “killed” the “son” Jesus then says that the 
kingdom of God will be taken away from them. (vs. 43) 

■ The Kingdom will then be given to people WHO WILL PRODUCE ITS FRUIT 
(vs. 43) 

■ Vs. 44: Anyone who can’t accept this will be broken into pieces and be 
crushed! (vs. 44) 

■ When Jesus finished the parable the RELIGIOUS leaders KNEW that Jesus 
was talking about them! (vs. 45) 

■ They then tried to find a way to arrest Him but were scared of the crowd! (vs. 
46) 

The question we must wrestle with: 
■ WHY would the farmers, whom the landowner hired to take care of HIS 

property, decide to “turn” on the landowner by mistreating/killing the 
landowner’s servants and son? 

■ Matthew 22:37-40: Jesus on the greatest commandments in the Law: 
■ Love God with all of your heart, mind, soul and strength 
■ Love Your neighbor as yourself 
■ In the parable, Jesus PROVED that the farmers (RELIGIOUS leaders) neither 

loved God or God’s people 
Conclusion: 

■ Christianity is based on a LOVING relationship with God and God’s people 
not based on “rules and regulations”  

■ The FRUIT that the landowner wanted to get from his vineyard IS THAT LOVE 
■ LOVE is the basis of the KINGDOM OF GOD (John 13:34-35) 


