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Review: 

■ Parable: A simple story (usually real or involving real life situations) to 

illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson  

■ Jesus used parables for most of His teaching on spiritual matters  

■ Matthew 13:34: “Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; He 

did not say anything to them without using a parable”  

■ Psalm 78:2: I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden things, 

things from old 

 

Matthew 25:1-13: The Parable of the Ten Virgins 

■ Key: Vs. 1: At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like….(What time is 

this?) 

■ Matthew 24:3: As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 

came to Him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen and what 

will be the sign of Your coming and the end of the age?” 

■ Jesus answers those questions in Matthew 24 and 25 

■ Virgins was also a term to refer to a young woman 

■ 10 young women took their lamps to meet the groom and be invited to the 

wedding feast 

■ They were all alike; waiting for the bridegroom to come 

■ They were DIFFERENT in how they PREPARED for the bridegroom to come 

■ Marriage views are different in Jewish culture than ours today 

■ Our culture: Date, engagement, marriage, reception 

■ Their culture: Date, betrothal, wedding, wedding feast 

■ Key: The bride had to wait for the groom to arrive…THEN the wedding and 

feast 

■ 5 foolish young women: They didn’t take oil for their lamps 

■ 5 wise women: They did take oil for their lamps 

■ Key: Vs. 5: It took a long time for the bridegroom to come and they all fell     

asleep  

■ Vs. 6: Midnight: THE BRIDEGROOM IS HERE 

■ Vs. 7: All the women woke up and trimmed their lamps 

■ Vs. 8-9: The 5 who didn’t have oil asked the other 5 for some. They said no 

■ Vs. 10: When the 5 left to buy oil, the bridegroom showed up, the 5 went to 

the banquet and the DOOR WAS SHUT  



■ Vs. 11: The 5 foolish young women came after the door was shut wanting to 

get in 

■ Vs. 12: They were not allowed in and Bridegroom said, “I DON’T KNOW YOU” 

■ Vs. 13: “Keep watch you don’t know when the bridegroom will come” 

■ Bridegroom: Christ 

■ Foolish Women: Unbelievers/church folk/people who thought they knew 

Jesus 

■ Wise Women: True believers 

■ Ephesians 5:25-33: Marriage: Christ (Groom)+ Church + (Bride) 

 

Lesson #1: The “oil” was the difference between the women 

■ Outwardly, ALL THE WOMEN WERE ALIKE 

■ “Oil” here was linked to preparation and anticipation of the bridegroom 

coming 

■ We ALL look alike in the church on the OUTSIDE, but DO YOU HAVE OIL? 

 

Lesson #2: True believers ANTICIPATE the Groom’s arrival, even if it’s late 

■ Vs. 3: The foolish ones took their lamps with no oil in them. FROM THE 

BEGINNING THEY DIDN’T ANTICIPATE THE GROOM COMING 

■ Vs. 5: The bridegroom was a long time in coming 

■ It’s EASY to let our “guard down” when things take longer than we expected 

■ A lot of people in church do NOT live like (anticipate) the return of the groom 

 

Lesson #3: Salvation is NOT transferrable 

■ Vs. 8: When the bridegroom showed up the foolish women asked the wise for 

some of their oil. They said NO. It’s not enough for the both of us. One 

person’s salvation doesn’t cover 2!  

■ Vs. 11-12: When the foolish women came back with the oil and asked the 

bridegroom to open the door, He said, I don’t know you! 

■ Stop trying to ride someone else’s salvation!  

■ Philippians 2:12c: work out your own salvation with fear and trembling  
 

Conclusion: 

■ The return of Christ may take longer than expected, but when He comes, it 

will be SWIFT. And ONLY those who have prepared and anticipate His arrival 

will enjoy the “wedding banquet”  

■ Revelation 19:7-9: Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For the 

wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready. Fine 

linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear (Fine linen stands for the 

righteous acts of God’s holy people). Then the angel said to me, “Write this: 

Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And 

He added, “These are the true words of God.”  
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